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The difficulty of westward expansion against France, Belgium,
and the Netherlands was recognized, but Poland, Hungary, Yugoslavia,
Bulgaria, Rumania, and the Ukraine portion of Russia are of a different
caliber. They are largely agricultural, their transportation systems are
only moderately developed, and their industrial and commercial activity
is decidedly less than that of the North Sea countries. Thus it seemed
possible for Germany to dominate their trade and their political connec-
tions without actually destroying their existence politically. In fact Ger-
many had little difficulty in taking possession of Austria and Czecho-
slovakia. The expected results, however, did not follow because Poland
did not yield to German threats concerning the Corridor and Danzig,
and France and Britain declared war in fulfilment of promises to Poland.
This led to the most violent war ever waged. The violence was tremendous
because the part of the world with the greatest geographical advantages,
aside perhaps from those of the United States, was split into two desper-
ately warring sections. From our present geographical viewpoint the
main fact is that Germany is so hemmed in by other great powers, or by
nations that are fairly well advanced, that she has extreme difficulty in
expanding. Having fought an exhausting war on the west, where the
geographical environment most promotes efficiency, she still finds her
best field of expansion in the less efficient southeast.
The Physical Environment of Soviet Russia
Just as England furnishes the greatest example of expansion by sea,
so Russia furnishes the best example of expansion by land. Compared
with the 13 million square miles and 440 million people of the British
Empire, Russia before the first World War had 8,600,000 square miles of
territory and 180 million people. Yet the Russian Empire has never had
the strength and vigor of the British Empire, for Russia is subject to
many geographical disadvantages. The history and present problems of
the Soviet Republic illustrate so many important geographical points that
we shall go back again to the table with which we began on page 4. Fol-
lowing the outline there given we shall summarize the geographical
environment and its effect on the people of Russia. This will serve as a
summary and review of many points discussed in this book.
I, The Earth as a Globe. Soviet Russia has the disadvantage of being
located in the worst part of Europe and in an inaccessible part of Asia.
Thus it comes in little contact with the world's most progressive countries.
It also lies far north, and is so continental that the climate is not appre-
ciably ameliorated by the sea. All but a small fraction lies farther north
than any part of die United States. This renders about half of the country
too cold for any kind of agriculture. Another quarter, because of its

